The Feasibility of Detecting Fluorescing Amino Acids in Near-Surface Ice on
Europa Using Laser-induced UV Spectroscopy from Orbit -
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Introduction

Europa is a prime candidate in the search for extraterrestrial life due to its subsurface ocean, believed to be in contact with a
rocky mantle [1]. Potential hydrothermal activity on the ocean tloor presents a plausible setting for synthesizing organic
molecules from inorganic precursors [2].

Aromatic amino acids, namely phenylalanine, tyrosine and tryptophan, are essential for life as they play critical roles in cellular
processes [3]. Their molecular structure enables them to tluoresce in the 200-400 nm range — suitable for detection ana
characterization. Their synthesis is unlikely to occur abiotically, making them compelling biosignatures [4].

The detection of salts and ocean-derived compounds on Europa's surface suggests that oceanic material, including organics,
may be reaching the surface [5].

However, their longevity on the surface governed by degradation that is driven primarily by charged particles caught in
Jupiter's magnetosphere and solar ultraviolet (UV) radiation [6, 7]. Fig. 1 Artistic rendering of internal and
We modeled two key degradation mechanisms ot aromatic amino acids on Europa’s surface, depending on location, depth,  external processes affecting Europa’s

and time: radiolysis and photolysis. ocean and ice shell. Credit: NASA/JPL
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Radiolysis: Using a particle physics code [8], we simulated the interaction

of Europa’s near-surface ice with energetic magnetospheric particles, E};O i E};O [ F acid concentrations at select
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amino acids, based on experimental measurements [11, 12] (see Fig. 2). © P ] @)  Depthfmnl years. Dashed lines: photqusig
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vapor-deposited ice [13], we estimated them at- and post-deposition on - T (elgctrons): Dotted orange line:
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latitudes due to slow crystallization [16], significantly scatters UV photons. g o : e i at different locations of the
We computed photolytic degradation rates for aromatic amino acids, - oy | | [Peemenme frailing and leading hemispheres,
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